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INTRODUCTION

The Protection Gap

$50T+ 73% $400B+ < 5%

Total US household net
worth

Businesses with zero liability
protection

Annual civil lawsuit filings in
the US

Americans with formal asset
protection

There exists in America a quiet epidemic of financial vulnerability. Millions of hardworking entrepreneurs,

investors, and families have spent years — sometimes decades — building wealth. They have launched

businesses, purchased properties, saved diligently, and created something real. And yet, for the vast

majority of them, everything they have built sits completely unprotected — separated from catastrophic

loss by nothing more than luck.

A single lawsuit. One business liability. A creditor claim. An unexpected judgment. Any of these events —

events that happen to hundreds of thousands of Americans every year — can reach every unprotected

asset a person owns. Their savings. Their home. Their vehicles. Their investments. Everything.

“It is not enough to earn wealth. You must also build the structures that protect it.

One without the other is a foundation built on sand.”

— Foundational principle of asset protection planning

This guide exists to close the protection gap. It is not a collection of complex legal theory — it is a

practical, story-driven education in the principles, tools, and strategies that protect wealth at every level.

From the first-time entrepreneur forming their first LLC to the seasoned investor layering trusts and

holding companies, the foundation is the same.

How to Use This Guide: Read it cover to cover for a complete foundation, or jump directly to the chapters

most relevant to your current situation. Each chapter builds on the previous one, but each also stands alone

as a reference. Use the worksheets in the appendix to apply what you learn directly to your own asset

profile.
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CHAPTER 1

What Is Asset Protection?
Asset protection is the legal and strategic process of organizing your financial affairs so that your personal

wealth is shielded from the claims of creditors, lawsuits, business liabilities, and other financial threats —

while remaining fully accessible and beneficial to you during your lifetime.

It is important to understand what asset protection is not. It is not hiding money. It is not tax evasion. It is

not fraud. Every strategy covered in this guide is entirely legal, widely used, and actively employed by

millions of Americans — including the wealthiest individuals and most sophisticated businesses in the

country.

The Core Principle

The fundamental principle of asset protection is simple: create legal separation between the assets you

want to protect and the activities that create risk. A properly structured LLC, trust, or corporation places a

legal barrier between your business obligations and your personal wealth. When that barrier holds — and

properly maintained entities almost always do — a creditor or plaintiff can reach the entity, but not you

personally.

Three Categories of Risk
Asset protection addresses three primary categories of financial risk that threaten personal wealth:

Business & Professional Liability

Lawsuits, contract disputes, professional errors, employee claims, and business debts that arise from

operating a business or professional practice. Without a proper entity structure these liabilities can reach your

personal assets directly.

Creditor & Judgment Claims

Personal or business debts, civil judgments, tax liens, and creditor claims that can attach to any unprotected

asset you own. Once a judgment is entered against you personally, virtually all of your personal assets

become fair game for collection.

Estate & Transfer Risk
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The risk that assets are lost, diminished, or inefficiently transferred at death through probate costs, estate

taxes, family disputes, or the financial mismanagement of heirs. Proper trust and estate planning addresses

these risks proactively.

The Timing Imperative
Perhaps the most critical concept in all of asset protection is this: it only works when it is built before the

problem arises. A lawsuit that has already been filed. A creditor who has already made a claim. A

judgment that has already been entered. Once any of these exist, transferring assets into protective

structures may be treated as fraudulent conveyance — a legal doctrine that allows courts to reverse those

transfers entirely.

■■ WHEN IT WENT WRONG

The Fraudulent Conveyance Trap. In 2016 a small business owner in Texas was sued by a former

business partner for $2.1 million. Two weeks after the lawsuit was filed, he transferred his rental properties

into newly formed LLCs and moved his investment accounts into his wife's name. The court found these

transfers fraudulent and reversed them entirely — exposing every asset he had attempted to protect. The

transfers that would have been completely legal twelve months earlier became legally void because they

were made after the claim existed. Asset protection must be built proactively, not reactively.

■ DID YOU KNOW?

The United States sees approximately 40 million civil lawsuits filed every year. That is roughly one lawsuit

for every eight adults in the country. Small business owners, real estate investors, and professionals face

disproportionately higher litigation rates than the general population. Yet fewer than 5% of Americans have

any formal asset protection structure in place.SAMPLE P
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CHAPTER 2

A Brief History of Wealth Protection
The desire to protect accumulated wealth is as old as civilization itself. Understanding how asset

protection evolved — from ancient merchant guilds to modern LLCs — provides powerful context for why

these structures exist and why they are so effective.

Ancient
Rome, 200
BC

The Collegium — The First Business Entity

Roman merchants formed organizations called "collegia" — associations that could own

property, enter contracts, and be sued as a single entity separate from their individual

members. This was the earliest recorded concept of legal separation between personal assets

and business liability. Roman law recognized that commerce required risk-taking, and that

unlimited personal liability discouraged the investment needed to build a thriving economy.

The concept they pioneered — the legal person separate from the natural person — is the

foundation of every business entity that exists today.

Medieval
England,
1100s

The Trust — A Crusader's Necessity

During the Crusades, English knights departing for the Holy Land faced a grave problem: if

they died without a recognized heir, their land reverted to the Crown under feudal law. To

protect their families, knights began transferring legal ownership of their estates to trusted

friends — "feofees to uses" — who agreed to hold and manage the property for the benefit of

the knight's wife and children. This arrangement created the first trusts — legal structures that

separated ownership from beneficial enjoyment. Eight centuries later the same principle

protects billions of dollars in American wealth through revocable living trusts, irrevocable

trusts, and dynasty trusts.

London,
1600

The Corporation — Limited Liability Is Born

SAMPLE P
REVIE

W

SAMPLE P
REVIE

W

SAMPLE PREVIEW — Full guide available at:

concordstrategic.org
Purchase Full Guide  →

https://concordstrategic.org/downloads/asset-protection-101/


■  End of Preview
The full 30-page guide is available for purchase

✓  30-Page Asset Protection 101 Guide (PDF)

✓  Historical Origins of Wealth Protection

✓  The Four Pillars of Asset Protection

✓  Famous Failures & Powerful Lessons

✓  The Wealthy Playbook (Buffett, Walton, Musk)

✓  Asset Vulnerability Assessment Worksheet

✓  Entity Selection Checklist

✓  12-Chapter Action Roadmap

ONE-TIME PURCHASE

$37.00

Get Full Access  →  concordstrategic.org

© 2025 Concord Strategic  |  Educational content only  |  concordstrategic.org

https://concordstrategic.org/downloads/asset-protection-101/

